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NEW VOLUME OF THE “BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.” 

A new volume of the “ Board of Trade Journal” is commenced 
with the present number. The Index to Vol. XXVIII. (January— 
March, 1900), which is now in course of preparation, will be 
attached to a forthcoming number of the Journal. 


PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 8 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom forthe month of February, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, 8.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions”: for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at: a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warchouse accounts, The ‘“ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 47 and 48, 
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RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Statistical Tables relating to the Colonial and other Possessions of the 
United Kingdom. Part XXITI., 1894-95-96. ©.68. Price 6s. 103d. 

This volume, which is issued triennially by the Board of Trade, 
contains statistics relating to the Colonies in much greater detail 
than it is possible to give in the annual “ Statistical Abstract for 
the Colonies.” Amongst the subjects dealt with in the present 
volume are agriculture, banking, bankruptcy, crime, education, 
finance, imports and exports, manufactures, mining, meteorology, 
postal statistics, railways, savings banks, shipping, wages, &c. 

Foreign Trade and Commerce. Accounts relating to the Trade 
and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 
No. II. 75-1. Price 3d. 

This is the second number of the monthly accounts relating to 
the Trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the “ Board of 
Trade.” The present number contains returns for Germany, 
Holland, Belgium, France, Spain, Italy, Austria-Hungary, Egypt, 
the United States, India and Canada, the statements for each 
country dealing with the latest period for which returns had been 
received at the Board of Trade at the date of preparation. 

China. No. 1 (1900). Further Correspondence respecting the 
Affairs of China. Cd. 93. Price 3s. 74d. 

This return, which is issued in continuance of China Nos. | and 
2 of last year, brings the diplomatic correspondence on the affairs 
of China down to January of this year. Amongst the numerous 
subjects of commercial interest dealt with in the correspondence 
are various railway and mining concessions, navigation on the 
Yang-tsze-kiang and West River, proposed code of mercantile law 
for China, tariff revision, &c. 

Report by the Board of Trade upon all the Railway, Canal, &c., 
Bills and Provisional Orders of Session 1900. 107. Price 9d. 

This report shows that the total number of Bills deposited for 
the Session of 1900, relating to railways, canals, tramways and the 
supply of gas, electricity or water is 213 as compared with 214 of 
the Session of 1899, and the total amount of money proposed to be 
raised is 94,534,1991., as compared with 95,744,2571. The number 
of bills relating to railways and canals is 74, of which 47 propose 
to authorise the construction of new railways or additional railway 
works, whilst the number of biils which relate to tramways is 51. 
The total length of new railway lines proposed to be constructed is 
511 miles, and of tramway lines 504 miles. 

Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland, December, 1899. Cd. 91. 
Price 2d. 

Accordine to this return the amount of deposits and cash 
balances in Joint Stock Banks in Ireland on 31st December, 1899, 
was 40,772,0001., the amount on 3lst December, 1898, having 
been 39,438,000. The deposits in Post Office and Trustees 
Savings Banks in Ireland increased 535,0001. during 1899, «., 
from 9,500,0001. to 10,035,001. The total railway receipts for the 
year 1899 (52 weeks) were 3,604,9591., against 3,493,389/. in 
1898, and 3,442,036/. in 1897. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Tenders will be received at the Admiralty until twelve o’clock 
Navy Contracts, 00n, on the dates named below, for— 


Carpenters’ and joiners’ work 


(b) Lron plate workers’ wares... ¢ Thursday, 12th April, 1900. 
(b) Lamps and lanterns ... isd 
Baltic hemp . ‘ ..» Friday, 20th April, 1900. 


Forms of Tender, containing conditions of contract and all par- 
ticulars, may be obtained on personal application at the Admiralty, 
or by letter addressed Director of Wavy Contracts, Admiralty, 
London, 8.W. 

Patterns of carpenters’ and joiners’ work, iron plate wares, and 
lamps and lanterns, may be seen at the Admiralty Pattern Rooms, 
72, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C., and of the articles 
marked (b) at the Admiralty Pattern Room, Great Western House, 
Livery-street, Birmingham. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The following notices appeared in the ‘Cape of Good Hope 

Government Gazette ” for 9th March. Tenders 
tes eagles (alternative) are hereby invited for the right of 
advertising at all stations on the three systems 
of the Cape Government Railways, for a period 
either of one, three or five years, from the Ist 


vertising on the 

Cape Government 
Railways. 

April, 1901. 

The Tenders should specify the sum for the three systems com- 
bined (should tenderer desire the right of advertising on all 
systems) and for each system separately, that will be paid for the 
right of advertising at all stations. 

Conditions of the Contract and Forms of Tender are obtainable 
from the General Manager of Railways, Cape Town, or from the 
Agent-General of the Colony, at 112, Victoria Street, London, 8.W., 
the Chief Traffic Manager, Cape ‘Town, and the Traffic Managers, 
Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, and East London. 

No Tender will be considered unless it is on the printed form 
provided by the Cape Railway Department, and deposited in the 
Office of the Agent-General of the Colony, London, or the 
Controller and Auditor-General, Cape ‘Town, on or before the 
time due for its receipt. 

Sealed Tenders, marked outside “Tender for Advertising,” may 
be addressed either to the Agent-General of the Colony, at 112, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W., or the Controller and Auditor- 
General, Cape Town, and will be received at these Offices respec- 
tively up to noon on Saturday, 30th June, 1900. 


The Government does not bind itself to accept the highest or 
any Tender, 
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Tenders (alternative) are hereby invited for the right of opening 
Senfers for bookstalls for a period of either one, three, or 
Openin five years from the Ist April, 1901, at stations 
oe- the th tems of railway. It is to b 

stalls on Cape on the three systems or raliway. t is to e 
understood by Tenderers that stations Cape 

Comernment Town to Simon’s Town (both inclusive), and 

Railways. Salt River (inclusive) to D’Urban Road (ex- 
clusive), will not be included in the Western System as stations 
where bookstalls may be opened. Separate Tenders for the opening 
of bookstalls at Cape Town, Wynberg, Wellington, Worcester, 
Beaufort West, De Aar, Kimberley, Vryburg, Port Elizabeth, 
Alicedale, Graham’s Town, Cookhouse, Cradock, Rosmead 
Junction, Naauwpoort, Norval’s Pont, Uitenhage, Graaff-Reinct. 
East London, Blaney, King William’s Town, Queen’s Town, 
Molteno, and Stormberg Junction are also invited. 

The Tenders should specify the sum for the three systems 
combined (should Tenderer desire the right of opening bookstall= 
on all systems), and for each system separately, that will be 
paid for :— 

1 & 2. The right of opening bookstalls on all systems, excepting 
stations Cape Town to Simon’s Town (both inclusive), and stations 
Salt River (inclusive) to D’Urban Road (exclusive). 

3. The right of opening bookstalls, separately or collectively, at 
Cape Town, Wynberg, Wellington, Worcester, Beaufort West, De 
Aar, Kimberley, Vryburg, Port Elizabeth, Alicedale, Graham’s 
Town, Cookhouse, Cradock, Rosmead Junction, Naauwport, Nor- 
val’s Pont, Uitenhage, Graaff-Reinet, East London, Blaney, King 
William’s Town, Queen’s Town, Molteno and Stermberg Junction. 

Conditions of the Contract and Forms of Tender are obtainable 
from the General Manager of Railways, Cape Town, or from the 
Agent-General of the Colony, at 112, Victoria Street, London. 
S.W., the Chief Traffic Manager, Cape Town, the Traffic Managers, 
Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, and East London. 

No Tender will be considered unless it is on the printed form 
provided by the Cape Railway Department, and deposited in the 
Offices of the Agent-General of the Colony, London, or the 
Controller and Auditor-General, Cape Town, on or before the time 
due for its receipt. 

Sealed Tenders, marked outside ‘Tender for Bookstalls,” may 
be addressed either to the Agent-General of the Colony, at 112, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W., or to the Controller and Auditor- 
General, Cape Town, and will be received at these Offices. 
respectively, up to noon on Saturday, 30th June, 1900. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the highest or 
any Tender. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


The United States Consul-General at Cape Town, in a report 
General Openings dated 9th December last, writes as follows :— 
“While the representatives here of export 
for Trade. commission houses in the United States are 
cabling large orders for food stuffs, other supplies are wanted by 
the government. Contracts for the building of railroads, for 
supplying the army, jails, prisons, public and private institutions, 
&c., are open to tender. Manufacturers should be prepared to 
compete for trade after the war, when it is expected there will be 
a general revival. The country will then be short of supplies, 
particularly food stuffs, and in many other directions the demand 
will be large. Vehicles, tools, harness, &c., will be needed. The 
destruction of furniture and household supplies has already been 
large. Telegraphic and railrcad plant, lumber, clothing, hats— 
the countless things required by a country emerging from war 
—will find a ready market.” 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to 
Baguiries Canadian trade received at the Canadian 
E Government Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., 

relating to Trade. where further information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.—A London firm who also have a house in Cape 

Town, desire to be placed in communication with Canadian 

ackers of canned fish, fruits, and other food products suitable for 
the South African market, who might desire representation. 

Enquiry was received for the names of a few good butter 
exporters in Quebec and Toronto who desire to be represented in 
London. 

The publishers of a “national” series of Christmas cards are 
desirous of opening up a connection with Canada, and ask for a 
few wholesale houses who would take up these goods. 

A firm of glass tile manufacturers desire to be represented in 
Canada, and ask to be piaced in communication with hardware 
merchants who would be likely to buy these goods. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A Canadian real estate agent who is in- 
terested particularly in the sale of mines and mineral lands desires 
to get into touch with persons looking out for such properties. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—An importing and manufacturing house asks 
for names of Canadian shippers cf cattle bones, hoofs, horns, 
hair, &c. Regular consignments could be purchased. ' 
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Openings for British Trade. 


A firm of paper merchants wishes to obtain supplies of pulp 
board for cardboard boxes, and invites correspondence from 
Canadian makers. 

Several enquiries are made for names of Canadian houses who 
can quote upon specifications of box boards for prompt delivery. 

Another inquiry has been received for names of Canadian 
manufacturers of wood flour. 

An English house in Boulogne-sur-Mer asks for names of 
Canadian shippers of hams, bacon and cheese. It is reported 
that there is room for development in the trade in these articles. 


Canadian Enguiries——A Canadian manufacturers’ agent, with 
good connection and excellent references, is open to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of dry goods, drapery, &c. 

A Montreal company asks to be placed in communication with 
importers of bungs, taps, handles, &c. 


RUSSIA. 


‘he Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
: copy of an extract from the Russian ‘‘ Com- 
and Industrial Gazette,” which states 
* that, in view of the rapid development of 
passenger traffic, the Ministry of Ways and Communications is 
placing on the State Railways strong fast-going passenger locomo- 
tives. Besides these, it has been decided to introduce fast-going 
goods locomotives for the conveyance of heavy goods trains over 
steep and curved lines. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Electric from Her Majesty's Consul at Taganrog, stating 
that Tenders are invited by the Municipality of 
Mariupol, not later than the 16th (29th) May 
next, for the construction and working of 
an electric tramway and the installation of electric light in that 
town. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Tramway, &c., 
at Mariupol. 


The Foreign H.M. Ambassador at St. 
-etersburg, copy of a memorandum relatin 
probability of tenders being invited for the 
construction of electric tramways in Moscow. 
The memoranduin states that, according to the ‘“ Moscovski 
Viedomosti,” of 3rd-16th March, a commission of the Moscow 
Town Council has just presented its report to the latter on the 


ways in Moscow. 
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above subject, recommending that the tramways of Moscow should 
be entirely municipal undertakings, and that, if possible, the 
existing horse tramway companies should be bought up, or, should 
no agreement with the companies be come to, that independent 
tramways should be established by the Town Council. Should the 
conclusions of the sub-commission be accepted, tenders may 
probably be advertised. : 

In connection with the above, it may be noted that the ‘“ Peters- 
burg Listok ” of 2nd-15th March, reports that a French engineer 
and electric tram constructor, Mr. L. Moisson, has arrived in St. 
Petersburg with a view to offering plans and proposals to the ‘Towa 
Councils of St. Petersburg and Moscow for the construction of 
electric trams in both cities. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for {tom Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christ- 
RailwayMaterial, 127: stating that tenders are invited by the 
way Material. Chief Engineer of the State Railway at Ofoten, 
not later than the 17th April next, at 7 p.m., for the supply of 
various transport material. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The Secretary of has received despatch 
rom .M.. Consul-General at hristiania, 
stating that tenders are invited by the Nor- 

‘ wegian naval, authorities, not later than the 
Norwegian Navy. eth inst. at noon, for the supply of 175 dozen 
files of various description. Such particulars as have been received 
may be examined on personal application at the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office any day between the hours of 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 28th ult., announces that the conces- 
sionaires (a French Company) of the Street Car 
Line from the suburb of Salamanca to those of 
Guindalera and Prosperidad have applied for authority to substitute 
electric power for the animal power at present employed on the line. 


Electric Traction. 
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BULGARIA. 
A correspondent of the “Iron Age” writes that a good all- 
Sofesinial round trade in hardware goods is carried on 


in Bulgaria, in the district of Varna. Black- 

Tools, &c. smiths’ tools, iron work for carts and carriages, 
iron safes, metal bedsteads, ironmongery, cutlery, iron nails, 
industrial machinery, and agricultural implements, are all in fair 
demand. Blacksmiths’ tools and iron work for carts and carriages 
are supplied by Germany, Belgium, France, and Austria. Iron 
safes are supplied by Great Britain, while Birmingham supplies 
rather more than half of the total bedsteads, particularly the plain 
qualities, although when ornamentation is required the Austrian 
article is preferred. About 10,000/. worth of trade in common 
and fine hardware is done, Germany being most favoured, Austria 
coming second and the United Kingdom third. In the common 
hardware, hollow ware of all sorts, carpenters’ tools and cutlery are 
included. Solingen provides showy low-priced hardware, which 
finds favour in the district. Five thousand pounds’ worth of iron 
nails are imported annually, the bulk coming from Germany, 
Belgium, and Austria. At the present moment the only trade 
done by Americans is in reapers and self-binders. There is a 
great opening in this district for ploughs. It is further stated 
that Germans and Austrians pay the most attention to the actual 
designs required by the district. 


PERSIA. 


Major Sykes, in the “ Times of 

a ndia” of 17th March, as follows: “As all 
dotasian: Same. cultivation depends on irrigation, and water is 
absurdly dear, I feel assured that any one proving successful in 
introducing artesian wells would make a substantial fortune, for 
once success is assured, every one will be ready to pay for wells. 
One of the Khans states that he is willing to expend a large sum 
on experiments, but before doing so he wishes to obtain more 
detailed information on the subject.” 
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THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA. 
The Board of Trade have received from the offices of the High 


Commissioner for Canada a copy of the annual preliminary state- 
ment of the mineral production of Canada for the year ended 31st 
December, 1899. According to this statement, the quantities 
and values of the output of minerals in 1899 were as in the 
following table :— 


| 
Product. Quantity. (a) | Value. (a) 
Metallic. Dols. 
Copper (fine, in ore, &¢.) (4) Lbs. | 15,078,475 2,655,319 
Gold, Yukon district ... Dols. 16,000,000 | 
» all other - 5,049,730 | 
| 21,049,730 
Iron ore... Tons, 77,158 248,372 
Lead (fine, in ore, &e.) (¢) ... Lbs. | 21,862,436 977,250 
Nickel (fine, in ore, &c.) (4)... 5,744,000 2,067,840 
Platinum Oz. 55 835 
Silver (fine, in ore, &c.) (7)... Lbs, 3,978,837 1,834,371 
Total metallic 28,833,717 
Non-Metallic. | 
Arsenic ... Lbs. | 114,637 4,872 
Asbestos and asbestic Tons, | 25,285 483,299 
Chromite | 1,980 23,760 
Coal ‘ | 4,565,993 9,040,058 
Coke (f) 100,820 350,022 
Felspar ... 3,000 6,000 
Fire-clay 599 1,295 
Grindstones | 4,511 43,265 
Gypsum 244,566 257,329 
Limestone fcr flex 538,202 45,662 
* Manganese ore . 308 3,960 
Mineral pigments— 
Baryta Tons. 720 4,402 
Ochres... 3,919 19,900 
Mineral water ... | a 100,000 
Moulding sand... Tons, | 13,724 27,430 
Natural gas (7) = 387,271 
Petroleum (/) ... Bobs. 808,570 1,202,020 
Phosphate (apatite) ... Tons. 3,000 18,000 
| 27,687 110,748 
Salt ” | 57,095 234,520 
Soapstone | 450 1,960 


* Returns incomplete. 


(a) Quantity or value of product marketed. 


(b) Copper contents of ore, matte, &c., at 17°61 cents per Ib. 


(¢) Lead contents of ores, &c., at 4°47 cents per Ib. 


(d@) Nickel contents of ore, matte, &c., at 36 cents per Ib. 
(e) Silver contents of ore at 59°58 cents per oz. 
(J) Oven coke, all the production of Nova Scotia and British Columbia. 


The ton used is that of 2,000 Ibs. 


(g) Gross return from sale of gas. : 

(rh) Calcu’ated from inspection returns at 100 galls. crude to 42 refined oil, and 
computed at $!.483 per bbl. of 35 imp. galls. The barrel of refined oil is assumed 
to contain 42 imp. galls, 
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Product. Quantity. (a) Value. (a) 
Structural materials and clay products- - | Dols. 
Cement, natural rock oe 131,387 | 119,508 
» Portland ... 255,366 | 513,983 
Flagstones ... _ | 7,600 
Granite 90,542 
Pottery | 200,000 
Sewer pipe ... — 161,546 
Slate’. 33,406 
Terra-cotta 220,258 
Building material, ‘including bricks, ‘building 
stone, lime, sands and gravels, and tiles “| — | 4,250,000 
Total structural materials and products 5,596,843 
» all other non-metallic — 12,644,952 
Total non-metallic ... — 18,141,795 
Estimated value of mineral ‘prov lucts not! 
Total, 1899 _ | 47,275,512 
| 88,661,010 
1894 ,, | 19,931,158 
1893, | 20,035,082 
1892, | 16,628,417 
1891 ,, = | 18,976,616 
1890, = 16,763,353 
| 14,013,913 
— | 11891331 
1886, — | 10,221,255 


(2) Quantity or value of product marketed. The ton used is that of 2,009 lbs. 


The increase in the value of the mineral production of Canada 
which has been so noticeable a feature in the figures for the 
previous four years, is continued during 1899. Compared with 
the corrected total for 1898, the preliminary figures for 1899 show 
an increase of over 22-2 per cent., the increases 5 for 1898 and 1897 
having been nearly 35 per cent., and nearly 27 per cent., 
respectively. 

Of the above-mentioned 22°28 per cent., 15°52 per cent. is to be 
credited to the increased output of gold from the Yukon placers, 
2-92 per cent. to the increases in the other metallic products, and 
3°84 per cent. to the growth of the non-metallic mineral industries. 

The value of the mineral production of the country per capita 
for 1899 would be about 8°90 dols., having increased almost 
fourfold in the 14 years since 1886, when the first figures are 
available. 
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A study of the figures given in the following table shows that 
the metallic products contribute some 61 per cent. of the value of 
the whole, and these, together with coal, petroleum and building 
material, account for ali but about 9 per cent. of the grand total. 

The proportional contributions of the various products for 1898 
and 1899, are shown below :— 


1898, 1899. 
Per cent, |, Per cent. 
Product, | of Total || Product. of Total 
|Production Production 
Gold 35°68 Gold 44-53 
Coal ... 21-27 Coal 19°12 
Building material Building materia! ... 8°99 
Silver ... 6-71 Copper 5°62 
Copper ve 5°52 Nickel 4°37 
Nickel 4°71 Silver 3°83 
Lead ... 3°12 Petroleum ... 2°54 
Petroleum i 2°75 Lead 2:07 
Asbestos 1:27 Cement 134 
Cement 1:03 Asbestos 1:02 
Natural gas ... 83 Natural gas 82 
Coke... ‘74 Coke ‘74 
Salt “64 Gypsum 
Gypsum 60 Iron ore ‘53 
Pottery 55 Salt . “50 


The chief points of interest brought out by the above figures lie 
in the much greater prominence assumed by gold, and the falling 
off in the silver and lead, which now occupy the sixth and eighth 
places, as compared with the fourth and seventh positions formerly 
occupied by these metals. 

The progress, &c., of the several mineral industries in com- 
parison with 1898, is shown below :— 


Quantity. | Value. 
Product. 
Increase. | Decrease. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Metallic— p. ¢. p. p. p.¢€ 
Tron ore ase ooo] 82°25 62°56 
Lead tee 31 ‘50 — 18°99 
Non- Metallic— 
Gypsum 11°54 10°67 
Natural gas 20°22 
Petroleum ... | 6°62 13°21 
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In copper, owing to the large advance in prices, there was a 
marked increase in value notwithstanding the decrease in the output. 
The main features of the industry consisted in decreases in the 
production of the Quebec and Ontario mines, for, although in the 
latter case the amount of ore treated was greater than in 1898, the 
content of copper was lower. The shipments of ore from the 
Parry Sound district, although small, constitute a new feature in 
this industry. In British Columbia there was a large advance in 
the production, chiefly from the Rossland mines. 

The value of the gold production shows a large percentage 
increase, in the Yukon and Ontario especially, the former having 
grown 60 per cent., and the latter over 58 per cent. In the case 
of iron ore, the large advance shown was only to be expected from 
the great demand which arose, and in view of the growth in the 
last few years of the iron smelting industry of the country. 

The increase in the quantity and value of the nickel produced 
attests the continued prosperity of the mines of Sudbury, Ontario, 
notwithstanding their decreased output of copper, as mentioned 
above. Of the chief contributors to the total mineral production 
of the country, lead and silver are the only two showing a 
considerable falling off, and that notwithstanding more favourable 
prices. This is due to local causes in British Columbia, not 
dependent on the value of the deposits, but which have led to the 
restriction of operations there. 

With the exception of a slight falling off in the value of the 
asbestos, all the other chief minerals show considerable advances 
both in amount and value. Inspection of the figures shows this 
especially to be the case in the cement and coke making industries. 


| 
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THE RAILWAYS OF BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 


The following particulars with regard to railways completed, in 
course of construction, surveyed or projected, in the British 
Colonies on the West Coast of Africa, are taken from an address 
by Mr. Frederick Shelford, delivered to the members of the 
African Trade Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce in 
lebruary last. The Colonies referred to are The Gambia, Sierra 
Leone, The Gold Coast, and Lagos. 

With regard to The Gambia, this colony has a very small area, 
being only about 200 miles long and 30 to 40 miles wide. No 
suggestion has ever been made to construct a railway, the river 
serving for all purposes of communication. 


Sierra Leone.—This colony has a very fine natural harbour—one 
of the finest in the world—and steamers can there unload their 
cargoes into boats, which have only to go a few hundred yards and 
be unloaded alongside a quay, and it is hoped soon that, by the 
expenditure of a moderate sum, a wharf will be built which will 
allow steamers to unload on to the wharf itself. 

The first thing that the passenger sees on landing at Sierra 
Leone is the Sierra Leone Government Railway, which runs on to 
the landing stage. Higher up on the cliff is a large passenger 
station and booking offices, while the headquarters of the railway, 
with workshops, engine sheds, offices, and other accommodation, 
are to be found a mile and a half up the line, at Clinetown. 

The Sierra Leone Railway has a gauge of 2 feet 6 inches, and 
was begun in the year 1896 and finished at the end of 1898, but 
was not formally opened until the lst of May, 1899. Its progress 
was much delayed by the Hut Tax Revolt in 1898, which caused 
a complete cessation of all work for the best part of the dry season, 
and also by the engineering dispute in England, which kept back 
engines and other materials. 1t goes through extremely difficult 
country, and there are no less than 11 large viaducts in the first 
13 miles, and the construction of these also made progress some- 
what slow. The length now opened is 32 miles, up to Songo- 
town, and a further extension is now in hand up to Rotofunk, a 
distance of 25 miles. 

In the year 1894 a flying survey was made of the country from 
Songotown in a northerly direction through Rokell up to Bumban; 
but the Governor of the Colony, Sir Vrederick Cardew, found 
a rich country more to the south-east, containing much palm oil 
and a large population, in the neighbourhood of Mattru and Bo 
and further east towards the Kroo Coast, and it was decided by 
the Secretary of State to extend the railway in that direction from 
Songotown to Rotofunk. In 1899 a flying survey was also made 
towards Mattru and Bo, and to judge from what the engineer 
reported, it seems quite feasible to make a light line from the 
end of the present railway up to Bo, a distance of 804 miles. 
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The present railway is only able to serve a very small area, 
while its extension to Bo would enable it to serve a larger area of 
something like 5,000 square miles from which, at present, probably 
nothing is brought to the markets at Freetown or at other points 
along the coast. 


Gold Coast.—Surveys for railways have been made on the Gold 
Coast in almost all directions. In 1894 a line was surveyed from 
Oda (Insuaim) to Apam (53 miles), and in 1897 a survey was made 
of a line from Accra to Oda (77 miles), and also a coast line from 
Accra to Apam (42 miles.) A flying survey was also made from 
Oda up to Kumasi (103 miles), by a western route going near Lake 
Busumchwi, and also by an eastern route. In the same year, 
1897, a survey was made from Accra to Pong, on the Volta River, 
and from Sekondi to Tarkwa, and this last line was at once 
authorised and commenced in 1898. 

It is confidently stated that the Sekondi route up to Kumasi is a 
much better one than the one from Accra. On the last-named 
route there are considerable obstructions, one a hill some 40 miles 
from Accra, and after crossing the Prah River some extremely 
hilly country is reached, through which it would be almost im- 
possible to make a line. The population seen on this route is, 
however, considerable, and the traffic from agricultural and forest 
produce is perhaps as great as can be expected from the Tarkwa 
route. 

There would seem to be no great obstacle to the extension of 
the Sekondi-Tarkwa Line up to Kumasi, the cost of such a line 
being about 5,000/. to 5,500/. per mile, and the country, on the 
average, easier than between Sekondi and Tarkwa. The length 
from Tarkwa to Kumasi is 141 miles, making the whole distance 
up to Kumasi 181 miles. The country through which this line 
would pass is clothed with forest, and there are large numbers of 
watercourses and swamps to be crossed. A considerable exporta- 
tion of palm oil, kernels and rubber may be expected from these 

arts. 

In the east of the colony a survey, as stated above, has been 
made from Accra to Pong, and it would appear that a line along 
this route would not be difficult to make. The bush along the 
route is small, the earthworks are not very heavy, and the 
population which would be served is very large. The object of 
the line would be to bring to Accra the large amount of palm 
oil, kernels, india-rubber, and other produce which it is not worth 
while for the natives at present to bring to the market. The line 
would also convey the produce which comes down the river Volta, 
as well as incidentally serve as a means of communication 
between Accra and Aburi, the health resort of the Gold Coast. 

The line from Sekondi up to Kumasi, and that from Accra to 
Pong, would provide for the western and eastern portions of the 
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Colony respectively, but there is also the rich country round 
Insuaim or Oda, where palm oil and kernels are abundant, and the 
population large and fairly industrious, and which is not provided 
for by either of these lines; and it would seem that a line from 
Apam to Insuaim will also have to be made one day in order to 
serve this region. 


Lagos.—The town of Lagos itself, with a population of at least 
40,000 souls, is on an island in the middle of a lagoon. In the 
year 1895 surveys were made in the Colony of Lagos, and in its 
hinterland. The length of railways surveyed in that year was 
very large, the engineers going from Lagos to Otta, thence to 
Taro, Abeokuta, Ibadan and Jebu Ode. It was eventually decided 
to construct a line from Lagos via Otta, with a population of about 
3,000, on to Abeokuta, with a population of 150,000, and then on 
to Ibadan, with a population of about 180,000. There is also a 
large population found all along the route. ' 

The railway, which is of a 3 ft. 6 ins. gauge, was begun in 1896, 
and large workshop quarters, &c., were commenced in that year on 
Iddo Island, and at Ebute-Melta, on the mainland. Earthworks 
are now completed up to Ibadan, and the line to Abeokuta was 
opened on the 1st August last. The progress with the Abeokuta- 
Ibadan section has been extremely fast, no less than 414 miles of 
earthworks being finished in seven months. 

Although Abeokuta and Ibadan are places of enormous size, 
Abeokuta being as big as Hull, there are many other places farther 
north which are also of a large size, though perhaps not quite so 
great as Abeokuta and Ibadan. Of these Oyo has a population of 
60,000, Ogbomosho 30,000, and Ilorin 70,000. The country 
beyond Ibadan is said to be much more open than the country 
recently surveyed, and from the information gained by Sir Gilbert 
Carter's expedition, which went through this country in 1892, it 
would seem that there are no insuperable obstacles to the extension 
of the railway as far as the Niger. 


q 
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A bulletin has recently been issued by the United States 
Department of Agriculture on American trade with Japan, China, 
and Hong-Kong. Referring to the principal American exports to 
Japan, China, and Hong-Kong, viz., cotton, cotton manufactures, 
kerosene oil, wheat, flour, and manufactures of iron and steel, 
the report states that, in 1898, these goods formed nearly 80 per 
cent. of the total export to the three destinations mentioned, 
their combined value amounting to 6,012,4241. Of this sum 
3,109,0361. represented the shipments to Japan, 1,851,953/. those 
to China, and 1,051,4351. those to Hong-Kong. 

Raw cotton was the most important of the articles mentioned. 
It went chiefly to Japan; American exports to that country in 
1898 amounting to 112,106,825 pounds, with a value of 1,547,547!. 
China took 5,650,856 pounds, worth 77,223/., and Hong-Kong 
900,000 pounds, worth 15,0001. The total shipments to the three 
destinations during 1898 amounted to 118,657,679 pounds, 
valued at 1,639,770/. These figures represent the remarkable 
trade development of a single decade, for prior to 1889 there were 
no records of cotton exports to Japan, China, or Hong-Kong. 
During that year 23,500 pounds, valued at 487/., were sent to 
Japan, but no shipments to China were recorded until 1892, and 
none to Hong-Kong until 1898. The exports to Japan alone 
increased more than 100,000,000 pounds during the five years 1894- 
1898, 

The following table shows the value of cotton exported from the 
United States to Japan, China, and Hong-Kong from 1894 to 1898, 
inclusive, so far as the particulars can be given :— 


Value of raw cotton exported from the United States to Japan, 
China, and Hong-Kong in each of the fiscal years 1894 to 1898, 


inclusive :— 
| | 
Years ended 30th June. To Japan. To China. | ee Sy 

£ £ £ 
1896 ove ees 308,553 63 
1898 one ooo | 61,587,647 77.223 15,000 


The exports of cotton manufactures were consigned largely to 
Chinese ports. The shipments to Japan and Hong-Kong in 1898, 
were valued at only 13,2011. and 8,429/. respectively, as compared 
with 1,084,0471. for China. The total exports to the three destina- 
tions were worth 1,105,6781. 

The following is a statement showing American exports of cotton 
manufactures to Japan, China, and Hong-Kong during each of the 
years 1894-1898. 
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Value of cotton manufactures exported from the United States to 
Japan, China, and Hong-Kong in each of the fiscal years 1894 
to 1898, inclusive. 


Years ended 30th June. | To Japan. | To China. | yo) Z K ong. Total. 
£ | £ £ £ 
1894 we (10,515 594,629 | 8,447 608,591 
1895 23,155 359,040 3,864 386,059 
1896 ove 21,973 | 842,359 7,069 871,401 
1897 86,793 854,870 | 5,867 1,597,031 


The various manufactures of iron and steel exported from the 
United States to Japan, China, and Hong-Kong in 1898 amounted 
in value to 773,743/., as compared with only 108,065/. in 1889. 
The increase occurred chiefly during the three years 1896, 1897 and 
1898, and Japan was the principal market. Of the exports recorded 
for 1898, the consignments to Japan were valued at 665,6571., 
those to China at 80,5471., and those to Hong-Kong at 27,5391. 
The figures given in the following table show the value of the 
iron and steel manufactures shipped from the United States to 
Japan, China, and Hong-Kong during each of the years 1894-1898. 
Value of iron and steel manufactures exported from the United 


States to Japan, China, and Hong-Kong in each of the fiscal years 
1894 to 1898, inclusive. 


Years ended 30th June. | To Japan. | To China. Hong-Kong. | Total. 
£ £ 
1894 45,565 13,478 25,869 84,912 
1895 coe “a6 one 86,543 24,586 14,884 126,013 
1896 ---| 188,196 - 17,557 20,445 226,199 
1897 eee 522,644 68,237 19,834 610,715 
1898 665,657 80,547 27,539 773,743 


{ 
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PROPOSED EXTENSION OF GERMAN S.S. SERVICE ON 
THE AFRICAN COAST. 


A despatch, dated 14th March, has been received at the Foreign 


‘Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin forwarding a memorandum 


relating to a Bill now before the Reichstag for extending subsidised 
mail steamer communications all round the African coast, so as to 
include Cape Town. ‘The following is a translation of the text of 
the Bill in question :— 

“Section 1. The Reichskanzler (Imperial Chancellor) is em- 
powered on the expiration of the present contract concerning 
postal services with East Africa, which was made in consequence 
of the Law of Ist February, 1890, to entrust to a suitable German 
contractor the establishment and maintenance of a fortnightly 
mail steamer communication with South Africa. He is further 
authorized to make such a contract for a period of 15 years, and 
to pay a subsidy up to a maximum of 67,5001. yearly out of 
Imperial Funds. 

“Section 2. These communications can be effected by a main 
line of steamers, travelling right round Africa, alternately from 
east and west, and by a branch line through the Suez Canal to 
and from East Africa. 

“The speed to be maintained for the new ships for this service 
is to average at least—(1) for the main line (a) on the service to 
the west, as also on the stretch between Naples and Dar-es-Salaam 
on the eastern voyage, 12 knots; (/) on the other portions of the 
eastern voyage, 104 knots; (2) for the branch line, 10 knots. 

* Section 3. The contractor is to undertake to increase the 
contract rate of speed at the request of the Chancellor, for the 
new ships to be built for the main line, in so far as the contract 
rate of speed on foreign competing mail lines is raised. Such an 
increase in the rate of speed is to be effected without any further 
subsidy from the empire, so long as the contractors of the foreign 
lines of steamers raise their rates of speed without extra com- 
pensation. 

** Section 4. In other respects, the provisions of the contract of 
1890 will apply equally to the present arrangements to be made 
by virtue of this law.” 

In the preliminary statement to the Bill, it is stated that the 
present contract with the East African Line expires at the end of 
this year, and it is desirable to extend the communications already 
existing with the Eastern German possessions, also to those lying 
on the West Coast of Africa. In the interests of German 
commerce it is also important to include Cape Town in the project, 
as Cape Colony is so important for the development of German 
trade. The opening up of other ports, nearer to the Transvaal than 
Delagoa Bay, to direct commerce from Germany is also a consider- 
able advantage. Finally, it is pointed out that an independent 
German line of this nature will secure “ Imperial postal interests,” 
so that, in times of warfare and consequent complications, there 
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will be a better guarantee for the certain transmission of German 
mail bags. The establishment of the new line is also of im- 
portance for the German Navy, so that during a war independent 
communications can be kept up, and supplies furnished to German 
ships direct, 

The proposed subsidy of 67,5001. is 22,5001. more than the 
present payment to the East Africa Line by the Imperial Exchequer. 
In return five large new steamers, costing each 125,0001., and four 
new medium sized ships, at a price of 65,000/. each, are to be 
built. It is intended that the new contract should come into force 
about Ist of April, 1901, and to let the present contract run until 
that date. It is the intention of the Government to consider in 
the first instance, the claims of the East African Line to the new 
contract. 

In another part of the introductory statement attention is drawn 
to the importance of this new project being carried out as promptly 
as possible so as to enable Germany to take due advantage of the 
general increase to all commerce with South Africa which will 
ensue at the conclusion of the present war. Germans have the 
firm intention of being well to the fore in the ficld then, and to 
push their trade interests in the British Territories more than ever 
before. 
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The following particulars with regard to the Italian Silk Industry 
are taken from a report recently received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Embassy at Rome :— 

“ Silk being one of the principal articles of manufacture and 
also of export the following facts taken frcm a publication intended 
for the use of exporters may be of interest. 

“The number of factories engaged in winding is given as 1,401, 
that of establishments for throwing, spcoling, &c., is 487. 

“* The number of spindles for throwing and kindred operations is 
1,501,137, and the number of workmen is 148,677. Lombardy, 
Venetia, and Piedmont are the principal provinces for the produc- 
tion of raw silk, the only others of importance being 'The Marches, 
Tuscany, Calabria, and Emilia. 

“ In 1898 the average value for exportation of simple spun raw 
silk was 4,800 lire per quintal (961. per cwt.). That of silk simple, 
thrown, or twisted, dyed 48 lire (1/. 18s. 5d.) per kilo. 

“Of silk thrown and twisted (soie moulinée en torse) the total 
exports amounted in 1898 to 32,177 quintals (63,319 cwts.) of 
which Switzerland took 14,873 quintals (28.375 ewts.), Germany, 
13,575 quintals (26,714 ewts.), and the United States 2,134 quintals 
(4,194 cwts.), France, Austria, and Spain taking but small 
quantities. It should be stated, however, that of the above 
amounts a portion was temporarily exported to France, Germany, 
and Switzerland for the purpcse of being dyed. Of the total 
amount of dyed silk exported, viz., 4,298 kilos., 2,140 kilos. or 
about one-half was sent to Austria. Of the total amount of 
sewing silk exported, the greater part is sent to China and Japan. 

“The manufacture of silk is stated to have given employment 
to 20,214 workmen, but as this number was given before the 
recent extension of the trade, the number kas doubtless increased. 

“Silk tissues are described as being of four descriptions. 
(1) Plain silk, such as is used for umbrellas and satins dyed in the 
piece. These manufactures, formerly concentrated in the towns, 
now extend to the suburbs, with an increased application of 
machinery. (2) Silk tissues for dresses and cravats. These are 
liable to change according to the prevailing fashion, and the manu- 
facture therefore requires intelligent supervision. They are 
manufactured accordingly in the great centres such as Milan, 
Turin, Naples. (3) Silks for furniture such as damasks, brocades, 
fancy satins. These are manufactured principally at Turin, Milan, 
and especially at Como. (4) Velvets which have been for a long 
time manufactured at Zoagli, near Genoa, but there are also 
factories at Turin, Milan and Udine.” (Foreign Office, Annual 


Series, 2,390). 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


ANTIGUA. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of a collection of the 
Tarif Ordinances of the Legislative Council of 


Antigua for 1899, containing, among others, 

Modifications, 4, cies (No. 28 of 1889), “to continue 
the Revenue in Aid Ordinance 1898,” as amended by an 
Ordinance of 23rd February, 1899. By this Ordinance it is 
enacted that the rates of the Customs duties leviable on the 
undermentioned articles imported into the Colony shall, up to the 
31st December, 1900, be as follows :-— 


Cordials, liqueurs, and sweetened spirits per gallon 7 
Spirits not sweetened, not exceeding the 
strength of proof by Sykes’ hydro- 


meter: 
Whisky une 7 6 


And so in proportion for any greater strength. 
All other spirits, excluding rum sine - 
Wheat flour ... perbarrel 5 0 
Bread and biscuits, not fancy nor { per barrel \ 

not exceeding > l 
in tin .. 100 lbs, 
Fish, dried, smoked, or salted ... .. perewt. 1 6 
It is also enacted that the additional duty of 334 per cent. 
heretofore levied shall be continued and deemed to be in full force 
and effect until the 3lst December next. 


“Ni 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of ‘ivade have received, through the loreign Office, a 
Brick Tea copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at 
. : St. Petersburg reporting that an Imperial 
importedinto 4... the’ of 
Northern Siberia, Orde", published in the Russian Bulletin o 
Laws on the 7/20th ulto., provides that during 
the navigation seasons of 1900-1905, brick tea imported into 
Siberia by way of the mouth of the Obi river shall be dutiable at 
the rate of 6 roubles 75 copecks per poud (43d. per lb.), and at the 
mouth of the Yenisei river at the rate of 6 roubles per poud 
(43d. per lb.). 


A Circular, issued by the Russian Customs Department on the 28th 
Tarift February last, notifies that lozenges prepared of 
eae powdered rhubarb must be cleared under section 
Classifications. 113 of the Customs Tariff as a pharmaceutical 


product in dose form :—Duty, 24 roubles per poud (1s. 5d. per tb.). 
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A further Circular of the same date, notifies that cosmetic 
spirituous solutions of aromatic substances, which, when diluted 
with water at 16° Réaumur, do not become turbid before the 
strength of the spirit is reduced to below 85° 'I'ralles, are to be 
classified as scented waters, dutiable under section 118 of the 
Tariff at the rate of 7 roubles 15} copecks per poud (5d. per |b.). 
If, however, such solutions, subjected to the above test, exhibit 
turbidity when the strength of the spirit is above 85° 'Tralles, 
they are to be cleared as perfumery under point 2 of section 119 of 
the Tariff :— Duty, 44 roubles 624 copecks per poud (2s. 74d. per lb.). 


SPAIN. 


With reference to notices which have recently appeared in the 
Sattentions in —— of Trade Journal” respecting the new 

.@ spanish Customs Tariff, and especially to p. 434 
the Export Tariff. of the issue for the 22nd February last con- 
taining the Tariff of Export Duties, the Board of Trade have now 
received, through the Foreign Office, a translation of a Law, dated 
the 18th ult., effecting certain modifications in the above-mentioned 
Export Tariff. 

No. 5 of the Export Tariff, as given in the issue of the “Journal” 
referred to above (‘‘ Argentiferous litharge—-1 pes. 50 c. per 100 
kilogs.’’), is now to be united with No. 3 (“‘Galena—1 pes. 25 c. 
per 100 kilogs.”), and the new heading is to read as follows :—— 


“No. 3. Galena and litharges of all kinds, and all other lead 
mineral ...... 100 kilogs. 1 pes. 50 c. (74d. per ewt.).” 


The following additions have also been made to the Export 
Tariff :— 


Tariff 


N. Article. Duty. English Equivalent. 
0. | 

Pes. Cts. & a. d. 

| Iron ore 100 Kilogs. 0 02 Ton 00 2 

6 |Copperore ... 0 20 01 

7 | Mata cobriza (a product con- os 1 50 ss 012 2 


sisting of copper and iron, 
obtained from one of the 
processes for the extraction 
of copper to which its ore 
is submitted). 


The above alterations came into force from the date of the 
publication of the Law in the “Gaceta de Madrid,” i.e., on the 
19th ult. 
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NORWAY. 
A telegram has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Christiania, reporting that 
Ci the Norwegian Storthing—on the motion of a 
my nt private member, with the support of the 
and Cigarettes. —inance Minister—has unexpectedly raised the 
duty on cigars and cigarettes from 5s, to 5s. 7d. per kilog. 


Import Duty 


BULGARIA. 


‘he Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Agent and Consul- 
General at Sophia, respecting the regulations 
of the Bulgarian Custom House with regard to 
sweetmeats imported in bottles or jars. The 
receptacles in which such sweetmeats are contained, unless they are 
quite small and valueless, are valued and taxed separately, and it is 
therefore advisable for merchants to show upon their invoices the 
value of the receptacles separately from the value of the contents. 

At the same time Mr, Elliot reports that the Bulgarian Customs 
officials are not bound to accept invoice-prices of goods, even when 
they do not dispute their correctness ; but they may if they choose 
assess the goods for duty at what they consider to be the local 
market-price of the day. 


Regulations for 
Imports of 
Sweetmeats. 


UNITED STATES. 


The following Decisions of the Treasury Departinent of the United 
States, affecting the application of the United 

Customs Decisions. States Customs Tariff, have been received at the 
Board of Trade :— 

Sugar-refining machinery.—Sugar-refining machinery is dutiable 
at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 193 of the 
Tariff, as manufactures of metal, unless the rough iron castings are 
separately itemised, and the values segregated on the invoice, the 
castings being then dutiable at eight-tenths of 1 cent. per pound 
under paragraph 148. 

Goods destined for British Possessions.—Skagway (Alaska) and 
Pensacola (Florida) have been designated as ports from which 
merchandise destined for places in the British Possessions of 
North America may be entered for transportation through the 
territory of the United States without payment of the duties 
leviable thereon. 

Gauge of ale and stout.—An average gauge of 2} gallons is pre- 
scribed for each case of 12 quarts or 24 pints of certain stone and 
glass bottles containing 12 ounces each, more or less, unless a 
material difference is found by actual tests. 
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Chinese birds’ ivests.—Chinese birds’ nests are dutiable at the rate 
of 20 per cent. ad valorem, as unenumerated manufactured articles, 
under section 6 of the Tariff. 

Dry ferrodor, or ferric ovide,-—A dark gray impalpable powder, 
having a metallic lustre, described in the invoices as ‘“ dry 
ferrodor,” and valued at 18 shillings per hundredweight, and con- 
taining 64°43 per cent. of metallic iron (equal to 92:04 per. cent. of 
ferric oxide), and 8°46 per cent. of insoluble residuum, is not 
dutiable at 40 cents. per ton under paragraph 121, nor exempt 
from duty either under paragraph 520 or 614 of the Tariff, nor 
dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 
183, not being in a crude state; but appears to fall properly 
under section 6 of the Tariff (unenumerated manufactured goods) 
at a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Teak wood.—Teak timber used for ship construction, and 
commercially known as ship timber and ship planking, is entitled 
to free entry, although such wood may be suitable as cabinet 
wood. 


Opal buttons.—Opals cut in the form of small buttona, pierced 
or drilled with four holes each, are dutiable at the rate of 50 per 
cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 414 of the Tariff. 


Pearls.— Drilled or pierced pearls, not set or strung, are dutiable 
at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem, as: umenumerated manufac- 
tured articles, under the provisions of section 6 of the Tariff. 

Iron crop ends or clippings——Crop ends or clippings, consisting 
of the rough slag ends cut off or clipped by a shearing machine 
from ingots or iron bars or rods, in the manufacture of which 
charcoal is used as fuel, are dutiable as scrap iron. 

Works of art for exhihition.—Free exportation is not accorded 
to works of art, imported for exhibition without payment of duty, 
under paragraph 702 of the Tariff. 

Carbon in sticks or vods.—Sticks or rods of carbon, in lengths of 
24 inches, and not suitable for electric lighting until further 
manufactured, are dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, 
under paragraph 97 of the Tariff, as articles composed of carbon 
not specially provided for. They are not dutiable under tlre pro- 
vision in paragraph 98 for “carbons for electric lighting,” at the 
rate of $0 cents per hundred, either on the basis of the number of 
pieces as imported or of the number of electric-light carbons of 
the usual lengths that may be presumed to be intended to be 
made out of the sticks as imported. 

Frames for free paintings—Whether imported paintings be 
dutiable or exempt from duty, the ornamental frames in which 
they are contained are dutiable as if separately imported, accord- 
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ing to the material from which they are made, and are not subject 
to classification as inseparable parts of the paintings or as usual 
and necessary coverings. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


With reference to the notice on p. 598 of the “ Board of Trade 
Sunn detention — ” for the 15th ult., relating to the duty 
tui end evia le on sacks of canvas: (or rather sackcloth 
—“arpillera”) imported into Argentina, the 
Sackcloth. German “ Reichs-Anzeiger” reports that, by a 
Decree published in the “ Boletin Official” of the 14th December 
last, the Argentine Government has authorised the free importation 
of sacks of sackcloth for eight months from the date of the publi- 
cation of the Decree, and has further permitted, for the same period, 
the free importation of sackcloth not manufactured into sacks. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT NOTES, 


FRANCE. 
The following table based on tables published in the “ Revue de 
F — Statistique” (Paris), of the 1st inst., sh the 
F q (Paris), of the Ist inst., shows the 
nee soho ng tonnage of vessels entered and cleared with 
cargoes at the principal French ports in 1899, 


foreign vessels being separately distinguished :— 
Shipping at French Ports in 1899. 
| Tonnage* Percentage of 
| (Entered and Cleared together).|' Foreign Shipping. 
Ports | No. of 
essels, 
_ Foreign. Total. 1899. | 1898. 
| 
No. ! Tons. Tons. | Per cent.|Per cent. 
Marseilles... ...| 8,199 4,495,145 8,700,183 51°66 | 5050 
Havre 3,756 2,607,040 3,738,094 | 69°74 70°71 
Boulogne ... ...| 3,920 2,216,200 2243240 | 9879 | 98-46 
Cherbourg... 1,574 1,903,852 1,909,344 99°71 | 98°96 
Bordeaux ... ov 2,602 1,103,074 1,816,182 | 60°73 58°55 
Dunkirk ... .... 2,509 1,288,646 1,647,443 | 7822 | 7962 
Calais ... ...| 3,578 854,403 1,300,664 | 65°68 | 82:80 
Rouen... ...| 1,968 732,960 1.161.744 63:09 | 66°77 
Cette ...  ...| 2.009 | 676,722 1,041,629 | 6496 | 64-29 
St. Nazaire ee 906 || 539,214 767,177 70°28 68°62 
Dieppe... 2,943 | 574,859 731,830 | 78°55 71°73 
La Rochelic 612 |, 581,265 704,262 | 82°52 74:14 
Bayonne ... ee 735 |, 151,687 341,881 | 44°36 48°73 
Nanics... 727 223,425 338,187 | 66:06 62°89 
St. Malo ... --| 1,238 304,856 318,714 | 95°65 94°85 
Caen << oui 930 257,955 291,865 | 88-38 89°02 
Honfleur ... ~_ 426 164,402 164,640 | 99°85 99°39 
Nice = ce 379 117,715 141,790 | 83°68 91°30 


* Exclusive of Coasting Trade. 


The total tonnage of vessels entered and cleared with cargoes in 
French ports in 1899 amounted to 29,126,734 tons as against 
26,776,473 tons in 1898, exclusive of coasting trade. The share of 
foreign shipping in the above totals was 19,927,462 tons in 1899, 
or about 68°41 per cent.; as against 18,022,910 tons, or about 
67°30 per cent. in 1898. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
— cae from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 
orwarding copy of Decree signed by the 
Guadeloupe. Presidentof the French Republicon the 8th ulto., 
re-imposing port dues in the French Colony of Guadeloupe. This 
Decree imposes the following charges :— 


Licensing dues_... me 6 francs per vessel. 
Entry dues 7 frs. 20 c. each document. 
Clearance dues... one 90 each document. 


Sanitary visit dues :— 
Vessels of 100 tons and below... 7 frs. 20 c. each vessel. 
from 100 to 150 tons 10 frs. 80 
» 150to200 ,, 14frs. 
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Registration dues :—- 


Vessels of less than 100 tons ... 0 firs. 10°8 c. per ton. 
» from 100 to 200 tons 21 frs. 60 c. per vessel. 
» 200to300 ,, 28 frs. 80c. 
3 of over 300 tons... 7 frs. 20 c. for each 100 


tons in excess of 300. 
Interpreters’ dues :— 


Vessels of less than 60 tons ... dus 5 francs. 
from 60 to 100 tons 
100 to 150 35s, 
» 150 to 200 _,, 
200 to 250 ,, 
250 to 300 ,, 80, 
300 to 350 ,, 
350 tons and above 
Light dues— 


Vessels engaged in the oversea and 

great coasting (grand 

trade 48 centimes per ton. 
Vessels engaged in the oversea and 

lesser coasting (petit cabotage) 


Mooring and buoy dues— 


Vessels engaged in the oversea and 
great coasting (grand 
trade 

Vessels engaged in the oversea and 
lesser coasting (petit cabotage) 


Half-yearly clearance dues on coasting vessels of the Colony, 
1 fr, 20 c. per ton. 

Merchant steamers calling regularly and mail steamers are 
charged with sanitary dues, mooring, and buoy dues, in proportion 
to the number of tons of freight they discharge in the Colony. 
They pay the licensing due in full in every case in which it 
is leviable. If they do not discharge cargo, they are subject 
to the minimum of the other dues (sanitary visit, 7 fr. 20 ¢.; 
light, 12 c. per ton ; moorings and buoy, 12 c. per ton). 

Merchant steamers not calling regularly are treated as sailing 
vessels. 

Vessels which have paid at the port of arrival the navigation 
dues and accessory taxes shall be exempt therefrom at other ports 
of the Colony they may call at, whether to discharge or ship 
goods. This exemption does not include interpreter’s dues. 
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The “Journal des Transports,” of the 24th March, states that 
Railway in M. Chandié, Governor-General of French West 
th Africa, has recently cabled to the Ministry of 
* of the Colonies that the Soudan railway, which is 
rench Soudan. ¢9 run from Kayes to Bammako and connect the 
Senegal and the Niger, has been constructed and opened for traffic 
as far as Toukolo, the station at this village having been opened 
on 12th March. 

Toukolo is situated on the Bakoi, one of the tributaries of the 
Senegal, a little to the south-east of its confluence with the Baoulé, 
another tributary of the Senegal, about $0 miles roughly, from 
Bafoulabé, and 150 from Bammako, the point at which the railw ay 
is to reach the Niger. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The “ Revue d‘Orient ” of the 20th March states that according to 
statistics published by the Ottoman Ministry of 


Turkish Vessels 
ra Marine there are at present 2,582 vessels in 
, the different ports of the Turkish Empire, 177 
Turkish Ports. 290% ‘he 
being steamers and 2,205 sailing vessels. The 


total tonnage is 197,038, the steamers being represented by 58,983 
tons and the sailing vessels by 141,055. In the port of Constanti- 
nople 150 steam vessels with a tonnage of 51,166 are registered, 
and 684 sailing vessels of a tonnage of 81,365, 


MONTENEGRO. 


The French Minister at Cettinje, in a report published in the 
‘““Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 29th 
Shippizg in 1899. March last, gives the following particulars 
of shipping in Montenegrin ports for the 
period Ist January—24th November, 1899 :— 


Ports. | Entered. Cleared. 


| 
| No. Tors. No. Tons. 
Antivari... 279 100,590 100,663 
| 228 | 77,106 224 77,039 
fan Nicolode Bojana ... 9...) 2,5€9 104} 2,417 


Of the above total only one British vessel of 142 tons is stated 
to have entered and cleared from the port Antivari. There was no 
British shipping at either of the other ports. ‘The vessels are 
principally Austrian, Turkish, and Italian. 
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SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Mining and Fire. CPY of the Mining Regulations of the 
sen Genie, Somaliland Protectorate, and also a copy of 
ti g the Somaliland Fire-arms Regulations, 1899. 
— The above may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


GERMANY. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” of the 22nd March pub- 
Production of __‘lishes the following table, showing the output 


Basic Steel in 1899. - be _ in Germany in each of the years 


Years. Bessemer Steel. Martin Steel. Total 

| Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
1894 eee eee ees 2,342,000 899,000 3,241.000 
1895 2,520,000 1,019,000 3.539.000 
1896 | 3,005,090 1,293,000 4,298,000 
1897 | 3,234,000 1,304,000 4,538,000 
1898 3,607,000 1,459,000 5,066,000 
1899 3,973,000 1,694,000 5,667,009 

SPAIN. ~ 


The “ Madrid Gazette,” of 29th ult., contains a Royal Order with 
: reference to Mining Titles, which establishes an 
_Mining Titles. annual payment upon concessions of 15 pesetas 
per hectare for mines of precious stones and 
metallic substances, except those of iron, 6 pesetas on those of 
iron, &c., and 4 pesetas on those of coal and lignite; also a tax 
of 3 per cent. upon the gross value of the mineral product of 
mines. 
The “‘ Gazette,” containing the Royal Order referred to, may be 
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seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ABYSSINIA. 


A despatch dated 9th February has been received at the Foreign 
Office from the British Resident at Adis Ababa, 
Reported ‘ 

. L reporting that coal has been discovered in con- 
Discovery of Coal. ci derable quantities near Debra Libanos, about 
three days’ journey north of Adis Ababa. Coalfields are also said 
to exist at Teguellet in the same neighbourhood, 


UNITED STATES. 


The official statement of the American Iron and Steel Association 

Output of according to the “Engineering and Mining 

cieniiinas Journal, gives the total output of Bessemer 
steel in 1899 at 7,586,354 tons. 

The total production in 1898 was 6,609,017 tons, so that there 
was last year a gain of 977,357 tons, or 14°8 per cent. The 
make of Bessemer steel for 1899 was more than double that of 
1894, and was greater than the entire production of pig iron in 
the United States only a few years ago. Of the total there were 
3,968,775 tons, or 52°3 per cent., made in Pennsylvania; 1,679,237 
tons, or 22°1 per cent., in Ohio; 1,211,246 tons, or 16-0 per cent., 
in Illinois ; leaving only 727,092 tons, or 9-6 per cent., made in 
other States. 

The most important manufacture from Bessemer steel is rails, 
although the proportion used for that purpose has decreased 
largely. The increased output of steel is used for bars, plates, 
structural shapes and similar forms. The consumption of the rail 
mills last year was a little under 30 per cent. of the total steel 
made. There were 2,240,767 tons of steel rails made from 
Bessemer steel in 1899, an increase of 285,340 tons, or 14°6 per 
cent. over 1898. The quantity made from open-hearth steel and 
from old rails re-rolled will bring the total production of rails in 
1899 up to 2,300,000 tons. The largest output reported in any 
preceding year was 2,044,819 tons, in 1887. 


| 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Philadelphia “‘ Manufacturer ” of 15th March, says that the 
Flax Industry in outlook for the flax industry in the North-West 
the North-West, | described as hopeful. Last year some 600,000 
* acres were sown to this crop in North Dakota, 
and the yield of seed was about 7,200,000 bushels. By a rise in the 
price of seed the farmers were well remunerated, but there was prae- 
tically no market for the straw, that being quite as much of a waste 
as wheat straw, and much of it being burned as refuse. It was 
good straw, too, and a flax-fibre mill, with a capacity for working 
up 1,000 tons of straw per month, has been erected in Fargo. 
This will give the farmers of the State a market to that extent for 
what was formerly a waste product. With the seed and the straw 
both merchantable, the farmers anticipate good results from the 
flax growing industry. The Fargo concern is to manufacture 
superior linen writing papers. It is believed that all kinds of 
linen fabrics can be made also. If these expectations should 
be realised, more fibre mills are assured for North Dakota, and 
Northern Minnesota may hope also to share in this new industry. 


ARGENTINA. 


There are, according to the “ Review of the River Plate,” 16 weaving 

far. ‘actories in the Argentine Republic with a 
erred capital of ten million dollars (paper) and they 
give employment to 6,200 people, of whom 5,200 
are women and 600 children under 14 years of age. Almost all the 
raw material for these factories is imported from Europe. In some 
instances the raw material, such as wool, is exported from Argentina, 
and after being prepared in Europe is returned to that country in 
the form of yarn. 

The hat factories in Argentina are represented by a capital of 
ten million dollars, and give employment to 6,700 hands, of whom 
2,800 are women and children. There are 227 factories in the 
country. Only 30 factories employ steam power. Of the 
material used for the manufacture of hats, the wool is the only home 
production, and of those made of hair only 80 per cent. are of 
home production, the remainder being imported. A Belgian 
company will, it is stated, shortly establish a factory in Buenos 
Ayres for preparing all the hair required for the hat industry. 


turing Industries. 


| 
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AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended 31st March, 1900, were as 


follow :— 
Wheat me ae 25s. 10d. 
Barley... ove 24s. 11d. 
Oats mat 17s. 2d. 


For further particulars see p. 42, 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 29th March was 
Cotton Statistics. 97,672, and the number exported 3,790. 
Duri ing the first thirteen weeks of the year 
1 ,070,€03 bales were imported and 101,570 exported. 
Further details are given on p. 44. 


FRANCE. 


The French “Revue de Statistique ” of the 18th March gives some 
Production of "gures of of cider in Erance 
Cider in 1899. during 1899. The total output in that year was 
20,836,000 hectolitres (458,392,000 gallons). 
It is stated that the Departments of Ile- et-Vilaine, Manche, and 
Coétes-du-Nord furnished respectively per cent. 4 per cent., 
and 10°8 per cent. of the total, the next Departments in order of 
importance having been Eure, Sarthe, and Orne, which each 
furnished over five per cent. 


The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce ” of the 22nd March contains 

Production cf Teport by a French Government 

aichitidinen Official in Madagascar on the india-rubber trade 

in Mad of that colony. According to this report the 

in Madagascar. = value of the exports of caoutchouc from Mada- 
gascar during each of the years 1896-98, was as follows :— 


1897 san ties 44,0001. 
1898 , 52,0000. 


The principal ports toe ‘the re of caoutchouc are 
‘amatave, Fort Dauphin, Nossi Bé, Mojanga and Tullear. 


i 

| 

| 
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MISCELLANLOUS. 
GAPE COLONY. 


The following table, showing the value of the merchandize entered 

‘ for removal under rebate and otherwise to the 

‘Transvaal and other territories, beyond the 

: limits of the Customs Union, during the year 

and Rhodesia. ended 3let December, 1899, as compared with 

1898, is based on statistics published in the ‘‘ Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” for 27th February :— 


To | 1898, | 1899. 
Transvaal... ove 3,130,000 2,520,000 
| 


* Khodesia entered into a Customs Agreement with Cape Colony on 
Ist August, 1899, 


VICTORIA, 
The Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce” publishes some figures 
furnished by the Statistical Branch of the 
Trade in 1899. Customs Department, according to which the 
value of the imports into and exports from the 
Colony of Victoria in the years 1898 and 1899 was as follows :— 


13898. 1899. 
Exports .... ove eee ein 15,872,00) 18,568,000 


'The same journal goes on to say that the distribution of imports 
and exports was, approximately, as in the following table :— 


1867. | 1898, 189). 
! 
Im ports— £ £ £ 
Production of Australian Colonies... 6,229,782 7,087,328 7,769,952 
other countries 9,228,700 | 9,681,576 | 10,182,982 


Thales £ 15,454,432 16,768,904 17,052,804 


Esports— | | 
Vrodaction of Victoria... 12,829,594 | 11,778,883 11,038,600 
other countrics 3,910,276 | 4,093,353 4,529,180 


| 
| 


Total... iss 16,739,670 | 15,872,246 18,567,730 


Lb 
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The quantities of wool exported during the years 1898 and 1899 
were as follows :— 


Victorian Produce. Other Produce. Total. 
1893. 1899. 1898. 1899. || 1898. 1899. 

| Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
Greasy 177,405 185,947 152,990 103,403 | 330,395 294,350 
Scoured | 30,951 41,509 25,715 10,285 56,666 51,734 
Washed ...! 47 247 on 40 || 47 287 
Total wall 208,493 227,703 178,705 118,728 387,108 346,431 


RUSSIA. 


A despatch dated 21st March has been received at the Foreign 
Projected Russo- Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
Persian Commer. ‘T@0Smitting translation of an extract from the 
cial Aguney at “Petersburg Listok” of the 3rd/16th March, 
in which it is reported that owing to the 
St. Petersburg. increase of late years of the commercial inter- 
course of Russia and Persia, a Russo-Persian Commercial and 
Industrial Agency will be opened in the coming summer at 
St. Petersburg. ‘The expenses incurred in the maintenance of this 
Agency will be shared by the firms availing themselves of its 
services. 


FRANCE. 


With reference to statements on p. 659 of the “ Board . Trade 
‘ Journal” for 22nd ultimo, the Board of Trade 
have received, through the Foreign Office, 
— Mion. further notices of International Congresses to 
he held this year in connection with the Paris Exhibition, on 
1. Grocery. 
2. Study of fruits for the wine-press. 
3. Commerce and industry. 
The Congresses will be held as follows :— 
(1) 15th—15th June, (2) 11th—13th October. (3) 23rd— 
29th July. 
The “ Politique Coloniale” of 25th March contains statistics of 
Trade of the trade of the ports of Tamatave and Vato- 
mandry during 1899. The following figures 
Malagasy Ports. chow the value of the expoits from these two 
ports during each of the last three years :— 


| 

i 
| 
| 
q 
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1897. 1898. 1899. 
Francs. Francs. Francs. 
Tamatave ... 954,822 764,625 2,387,217 
Vatomandry 377,994 807,061 


The exports from Tamatave in 1899 were thus three times the 
value of the exports in 1898. The increases in 1899 were due 
principally to the following articles :— 

x hides ee ... 25,000 francs increase. 
Colonial produce... 24,000 
Caoutchouc and vege- 

table wax ... 


Rafia and crin végétal 560,000 
Gold dust... 700,009 


The increase in the exports ‘from Vatomandry (on the Kast 
Coast) in 1899 shows its importance as being the nearest to 
Antananarivo. 


The “ Economiste Frangais” of 24th March publishes the following 

statistics of the exports from Cochin-China and 

hs ee Cambodia in 1899 as compared with 1895 

ee * The figures relate only to the merchandise, the 

produce of those Colonies, and do not include bullion and specie or 
re-exportations :— 


Exports to 1898. | 1899. 
£ 

France and I’rench Colonies.. 1,131,000 815,000 
Other European countries... 98,00) 869,000 
Hong-Kong (for Southern China) . - 1,657,000 1,867,000 
Singapore 369,000 459,000 
China (direct), Japan ‘and Siam sas 785.000 | 163,000 
Other countries in Asia, Africa, and America 217,000 | 70 £,000 

Total eee ove £ 4,257,000 4,357,000 

SPAIN. 


The ‘ Madrid Gazette,” of 27th inst. publishes a Royal Order 
ordaining a New Stamp Act to be in force 
New Stamp Act. provisionally until a definite law, with the 
reforms which experience may counsel, shall be 
submitted to the Cortes before the estimates for 1902 come into 
force. 


B2 


| 
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The “ Gazette ” containing the text of the Order, which is very 
long and covers every. kind of document which might conceivably 
be stamped, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. ; 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 28th ult. contains a Royal Order 
establishing a species of income tax. This is 
New Income Tax. at the rate of 10 per cent. on the pay or fees 
| of directors, administrators, representatives of 
banks or other companies, &c. ; 5 per cent. on the salaries or fees 
of employés of banks and other companies, insurance agents, &c., 
of not less amount than 1,500 pesetas (say about 45/.) per annum ; 
> per cent. on bank dividends, and 3 per cent. on those of other 
companies, except mining companies, which are only charged 2 per 
cent.; 15 per cent. on the net profits of banks; 12 per cent. on 
those of other companies, except railways, canals, and navigation 
(which all pay 7. per cent.), mining companies, and some others ; 
and 2 per cent. on fire insurance premia, and $ per cent. on life, 
accident, and mar ine premia. 

The “ Gazette ” containing the Royal Order referred to may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between wae hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


ROUMANIA. 


The Fereign Office have received a report, dated 15th March, 
Proposed Modifi- from H.M. Minister at Bucharest, stating that 
ae a Bill is now under consideration of the 
yong Roumanian Legislative Chambers containing 
Commercial Code. cortain important modifications to be introduced 
in the existing Code of Commerce. ‘These are especially 
interesting, as affecting the constitution of companies, of which 
the capital is furnished from abroad (Sociétés Anonymes 
Etrangéres), and are intended by the legislator to encourage the 
influx into Roumania of foreign capital. 

According to the Code as at present existing, the majority of the 
Board of Administrators are required to be Roumanians, but the 
new proposed Bill so far modifies this stipulation that the 
Administrative Council may be composed of a majority of 
foreigners, provided that at least one-third be Roumanians. 

In view, however, of the stipulations of Article VII. of the 
Roumanian Constitution, which does not admit of foreigners ac- 
quiring real property in rural districts (des immeubles ruraux) 
it is laid down that, for those companies whose statutes involve 


| 
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the purchase of such property, beyond that required for the 
construction of industrial establishments, the half of the Admin- 
istrative Council, plus one, must be Roumanians, 

Further, such companies are to be allowed to issue origiiial: 
members’ shares in addition to the ordinary shares, and absent 
members of the administration are to be empowered to delegate 
members present to deliberate and to vote on their behalf, by the - 
insertion of a clause to that effect in the Company’s Statutes. 

Besides these modifications, many of the formalities, which were 
required under the original law, are to be suppressed, and the 
Government will no longer have the right to cancel Companies’ 
concessions, such right being henceforth confined to the Tribunals. 

The caution money to be deposited is also to be reduced from 
300,000 frances (12,0001.) to.100,000 francs (4,0001.), the guarantee 
of 250,000 franes (10,000/.), being, however, maintained in the 
ease of each branch of insurance companies. Companies 
establishing manufactories or industrial establishments and. those 
engaged in transport industries, mines, financial or credit banks, 
will be exempted from depositing the guarantee. 

Moreover, the representatives of foreign companies will no 
longer have to be recognised by the Government in order to com- 
mence their operations, and the right of the Government is to be 
abolished which required the formation of a committee of adminis- 
tration to assist the company’s representative. For the -future, 
such a representative will only be required to deposit a copy of his 
General Power of Attorney. 

It is expected that this Bill will shortly become law without any 
serious changes. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The “ Revue d'Orient ” of 20th March quotes statistics which have 

ae been published officially in ‘Turkey, dealin 
with the operations of the Ottoman Post Office 
of Constantinople. During 1899 the Galata (Constantinople) post 
office received 72,000 registered letters, of which 17,000 were 
from abroad, and 55,000 from provincial post offices. The number 
of telegraphic messages (official and private) received at the 
Constantinople telegraph offices in 1€99 was 127,000 and the 
number sent 79,000. 


URUGUAY. 


According to a report of the German Consul in Montevideo, pub- 
lished in the ‘‘ Reichs Anzeiger ” of 20th March, 

Trade in 1899. the value of the exports from Uruguay, in 
1899, was estimated at 33,542,339 pesos, .as 
compared with 30,276,916 pesos in 1898. The imports during 
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1899 amounted in value to 25,812,529 pesos, against 24,784,560 
pesos in 1898. 

The preduction of wool in 1899 is estimated at 356,000,000 
kilogs., showing as regards quantity a decrease on the figures for 
1898, but prices have increased considerably, the average price per 
10 kilogs. being 5°10 pesos in 1899, against 2°80 pesos in 1897 
and 1898, and the value of the exports of wool from Uruguay, in 
1899, was estimated at 18,000,000 pesos. 


CHINA. 


According to the “ Reichs-Anzeiger,” cheap washing soaps are the 

most important item in the importation of soa 
into China, and as regards tthis article the 

English soap industry is paramount, but the 
case is different as regards the cheaper toilet soaps—the so-called 
fancy soaps—export trade in which is said to be very remunerative. 
Toilet soaps should be packed in boxes, each containing two or 
three pieces; the boxes should bear some sort of a picture 
answering to Chinese taste. There is also a good demand for 
single pieces of soap packed in round or square boxes of orna- 
mented, enamelled metal. 

The demand for candles in China is relatively large, candles 
being used much in religious ceremonies. China offers a good 
market for the export of cheap candles of fair quality, especially 
for those of a pure white or bright red (cochineal) colour. 

Chinese buyers attach great importance to the packing of the 
goods they purchase. It may happen that a box or wrapper, 
which, judged by European standards of taste, would be considered 
highly ornamental, appears so repulsive to a Chinese native that 
he will never purchase the goods they contain, however cheap or 
good they may be. On the other hand, he will buy a worthless 
article if he approves of its wrapping. 

Merchants who wish to do business in China have, therefore, to 
take account of the taste, the religious scruples, and the 
superstitions of the Chinese, in regard to the labels, inscripticns 
and marks they put on their goods. 


TONGA. 


An interim trade report, dated 9th February, has been received at 
the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul for the 

Trade in 1899. | Western Pacific, on the trade of Tonga in the 
year 1899. The report states that, up to the 

middle of the year, the cocoanut trees were still suffering from 
the effects of the hurricane and drought of 1896, but in July the 
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nuts began to drop and thenceforward the copra was brought in 
in considerable quantities, which continued till the end of the 
year, when, on the 31st December, this group was afflicted by 
another hurricane which lasted for four days, the effects of which 
it is as yet premature to conjecture. — 

During the year green fruit—principally bananas—has been 
shipped to New Zealand in ever increasing amounts until the 
export of this product has now reached the average of 6,00) 
bunches a month, and can be supplemented to any amount, prac- 
tically, for which a market can be found, and, failing a market, 
the overplus can always be dried or dessicated, thus providing a 
dessert fruit equally as pleasant as figs. 

For the first six months of the year the average value of cargoes 
brought to and taken from Tonga Nukualofa in British steamers 
averaged only, imports 7271., exports 6321, whilst in the third 
quarter, which is the latest for which returns have been supplied, 
they have been as follows: Imports 1,7761., Exports 999/., and in 
foreign ships the total value during the nine months mentioned 
has been, imports 1,576l., exports 9,449/. One steamer runs 
monthly to Auckland and one to Sydney. 

A good deal of copra is now taken by steamer to Messrs. Lever 
Brothers’ oil mills in Sydney. 25,029 tons of British shipping 
entered the port of Nukualofa, the capital, last year, 3,140 tons of 
Norwegian, 163 tons of United States of America, and 156 tons of 
German. 

No public works were commenced in 1899, and those in existence 
are said to be fast falling into decay, while the wharf in Nukualofa 
especially is getting absolutely dangerous. The Consul adds that 
the masters of the Union Company’s steamers state tha: before 
long their vessels will refuse cargo for Nukualofa and only call to 
land mails and passengers. 

The proportion of foreign to English goods in the market remains 
unaltered. 
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REPORTS CF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Birmingham.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was recently 
held under the presidency of Mr. F. B. Gocdman (Chairman of the 
Council). The business transacted consisted in the adoption of 
the annual report containing the customary references to the trade 
of the year, local and general. The members of the Council were 
also re-elected. 


Bradford A mecting of the Council of this Chamber was held 
on 28th March, the President (Mr. W. A. Whitehead) in the 
Chair. 

It was reported that some correspondence had taken place 
respecting certificates of origin for. Belgium. A _ considerable 
number of complaints had been made that the authorities at 
Antwerp demanded certificates of origin, to be vistd by the 
Belgian Consul, for tops, noils, waste, &c., exported trom this . 
country through that port. Accordingly, a letter of inquiry had 
been addressed to the Foreign Office, and a reply had been received 
forwarding the copy of a despatch from the British Minister at 
Brussels, stating that the only articles imported into Antwerp, for 
which certificates of origin were required, were rags and factory 
waste, and that the Belgian Consular visa was not required, 
Other subjects discussed were the Paris Exhibition; Insurance 
under the Workmen’s Compensation Act; the proposed Wool- 
combing Rules ; the meeting of the Association of the Chambers of 
Commerce, &c, &c. 


Dundee.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on the 
28th March, Mr. R. B. Don (President) in the chair. 

In their annual report the Directors stated, inter alia, that the 
imports of raw material for the jute and linen trades during the 
year 1899 had not been equal in vclume to those of the previous 
year. For the year ending 3lst December, 1899, jute imports 
amounted to 191,000 tons, and flax, hemp, and codilla to 22,400 
tons, in comparison with 250,000 tons and 25,500 tons respectively. 
The present year, so far as it had gone, showed a diminution of 
10,000 tons in jute imports in comparison with the same period in 
1899. Jute cargoes on the whole had been landed in gocd 
condition. There had been some cases where the extent of damage 
has been considerable, but the necessity for attention to ventilation 
was being more generally recognised by shipowners with beneficial 
results. 

In a resumé of the work done by the directors during the year, 
reference was made to the new regulations for the Russian flax 
trade, and to the fact that, recognising the importance of improved 
facilities of transport for the development of the coffee growing 
and other industries of Central Africa, which already furnished an 
export trade of some value, they wrote to the Foreign Office in 
support of the memorial by the British Central Africa Chamber of 
Commerce on the subject cf a railway to Lake Nyassa. 
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Reports of British Chambers of Commerce. 


Halifax—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
28th March, Mr. A. F. Firth (President) in the chair. Sir Rupert 
Clarke, on a visit to England from Australia, delivered an 
interesting address on the tar marking of sheep. The other 
matters discussed were of local interest only. 


Liverpool. At a meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, on 28th March, at 
which Mr, Alfred L. Jones, chairman of the section, presided, 
it was stated that the London Chamber had approached the 
Colonial Secretary on the subject of the Gold Coast Lands Con- 
cessions Bill, and asked him to receive a deputation on the subject 
from those interested. They also asked the committee to support 
their request. A letter has accordingly been sent to Mr. 
Chamberlain asking that the committee might be favoured with a 
copy of the bill at present before the Legislative Council at Accra 
in its final form hefore the Secretary for the Colonies gave his 
assent thereto, and also asking to be represented cn the proposed 
deputation should he see his way to receive it. 

A case was brovght before the committee in which a consign- 
ment of machinery sent to Southern Nigeria had been charged a 
heavy duty. A strong representation was accordingly made to 
the Colonial Office that all industrial machinery should be 
exempted from paying import duties—as is the case with tele- 
graphic, mining, and sawmill machinery—in view of the stimulus 
such a course would give to the development of the country. 

A letter was received from the Lagos Chamber enclosing copy 
of a memorial from that chamber to the Colonial Secretary urging 
the extension of the Lagos Railway from Ibadan to the Niger. 
The committee having previously recommended Mr. Chamberlain 
to order a flying survey to be made for a line from Ibadan to 
Jebba, strongly supported the memorial of the Lagos Chamber. 

The rest of the business included the questions of assimilation 
of West African Tariffs, of a flying survey for a railway from 
'Yarquah to Coomassie, &e. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and officers of Excise in the week ended 
3lst March, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1822. 


oe Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. a 4, 
Wheat 72,764 0 25 10 
Barley om == 34,387 st 
Oats ... oe 15,200 5 17. 2 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


| 
| 
Quantities Sold. Average Price. 

Corre- 
sponding i 
Week in 
| 

Wheat. | Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
| | 


Qrs. Bus., Qrs. Bus| Qrs, Bus. s. d. s. d. 
1896 o--| 29,442 3 26,336 7 | 11,157 5 24 7 21 10 13 3 
1897 «.-| 45,027 3 18,927 2 9,289 6 27 10 22 3 16 3 
1898 ---| 53,483 3 14,017 7) 11,348 6 | 35 3 27 11 17 10 

2 | 23,851 0| 13,500 6 | 26 2 1611 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial] bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to Le made .at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of 
Produce imported into the United 


Agricultural 
dom in the week ended 


31st March, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bi cows, and calves ... 
Sheep and lambs ... eee eve 

Mutton 

ted or ved meat :— 

Bacon preser oer eee ore oer 
Pork 


Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than by salting 
Dairy produce and 


one 
argarine ... on 
Cheese 


Milk, condensei . 
lk’ and cream, “fresh or preserved, 


_. other than condensed milk 
Poultry ‘and game 
— dead (not tinned) 
Lard 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Whea 
Wheat-medi ‘and four os 
Barley ove ace 
Peas 
Beans ese 


Maize or Indian corn i oe 
Fruit, raw :— 

Apples... ove ous 

Apricots and peaches* ... ove 

Baranas* ... ove 


Cherries... 

Currante* ... 

rapes... 

Lemons... 

Oranges... 

Pears 

Plums 

Strawberries* 

Unenumerated . 
Hops ... we 


Vegetables, raw :— 
Potatoes ... eee 


Tomatoest... eve ons 
Unenumerated ove 


” 
» 
” 
” 


Entered by the 
bushel prior to 
1900 


Bunches 


Entered by the 
bushel to 
1 


Tons 
Cwts. 


Bushels 
Cwta, 


Value £ 


Week ended 
3ist March, 
1900. 


1 860 


40,130 
145,113 


14, "344 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900, 
+ Includ 


led with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 


43 
| Correspond- ° 
= 
in 1899, 
| Number 6,361 12,406 
5,538 16,182 
» 
Cwts. 70,999 76,8838 
46,805 85,253 
16,313 15,294 
Cwts. 121,093 103,042 
4,477 2,561 
32,757 33,204 
” 4,659 7.719 
13,423 11,081 | 
| 9414 8,082 
Cwts. 55,717 57,348 | 
20,759 17,415 | 
26,250 46,450 
28,154 16,218 
243 219 
Grt. Hundr. 237,184 238,012 
Value £ 9,248 6,711 
Cwts. 7,473 1,997 
45,868 84,461 
Cwta, 828,800 1,661,400 | 
281,500 665,400 
164,800 316,110 
315,700 170,950 
21,409 28,400 
80,200 18,680 
i 706,800 1,407,300 
Cwts. Bushels. 
15,111 = 
Cwts, Bushels, 
| 
755 269 
23,250 40,809 
144,535 353,697 
701 240 
85 
770 15,743 
_ 
5,125 
| 87,328 
85,233 
| 3.005 | 
| 
| 
| 


Cotton Returns. 
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Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 13 Weeks ended 29th March, 1900. 


Week 13 Weeks 
| ended ended 
| 29th March, | 29th March, 
1900. 1900. 
IMPORTS. 
American 84,524 | 846,882 
Brazilian. — 4,098 | 34,576 
Fast Indian ... 607 | 4,751 
Egyptian és 7,571 175,107 
Miscellaneous ... 1,672 | 9,492 
Total... 07,672 | 1,070,808 
Exports. 

American 3,688 | 54,781 
100 | 3,295 

East Indian... 100 5,082 
Egyptian bee =a 255 | 85,613 

| 

| 

Total 3,90 | 101,570 
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Trade of Foreign Countries. 


I.—IMPORTS. 


Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


- Returns are in all cases exclusive of Bullion and Sereie.) 


| 


I . 
| Period of | 
ending. | 1898, 1899. | 1960 
Belgium* (1 Month) ... | January..! Francs 135,061,000 135,615,000 163,860,000 
France ( ,, ) ... | January..| Francs 356,470,000 861,396,000 881,358,000 
Spaint ( ) .. ‘Jdanuary..| Pesetas 54 256,000 60,974,000 68,779,000 
(1898.} (1899.) 
Italy (12 Month:) ... December Lire 1, 1914 599, 000 | 1,413,835,000 | 1,506.561,000 
Austria-Hungary(l Mh.). | Januar, Kronen 128, 129,894,000 600 
(1893.) 
Egypt (12 Months) ... December. E. 10,411,000 10,811,000 “216, 090 
United States (7 Mihs.) | J anuary.. | | Dollars 000 | 866,943,000 486.287,000 
97.) (1898.) (1899.) 
Mexico (6 Months) Pesos 22,601,000,» 28,004,000 
(1897. (1898.) 1899.) 
British India (9 Months) Rupees 50, 18, 48, 78, 09 000 | 58,02,57,000 
(as 8.) 899.) 
Canada* (6 Months) ... Dollars 59,969,009 75, 103, 000 88,520,000 
In Pounpbs. STERLING. 
| £ J £ 
Belgium* (1 Month) ... January 5,462,000 5,425,000 6,554,000 
a ae | January 14,259,900 14,156,000 15,254,000 
Spain* ( ) ... January 2,170,000 2,439,000 2,741,000 
( 1897.) (13893,) (189) 
Italy (12 Months) -- | December 47,664,000 55,533,000 60,262,000 
Austria-Hungary(1 Mb.) Tanuary 5,349,000 5,412,000 5,845,000 
| (18!7.) (1898.) (1899) 
Egypt (12 Months) ... | December 10,682.00 11,093,000 11,508,000 
| 
United Statez(7 Months) | January 70,951,000 76,446,000 | 101,309,000 
(1897.) (1898,) (1899) 
Mexico (6 Months) ... December 4,119,000 4,520,000 5,601,000 
Re. (1837.) Re. (1898.) | Re. (1899) 
Britith India (9 Months) | December 50,101,300 48,780,900 53,025,709 
| £ (1*97.) £ (1898.) £ (1899) 
Canada* (6 Months) .... December 12,493,000 15,647,000 18,412,000 


as Value of Pr incipal Articles Imported only, 


| 
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Trade of Foreign Countries—continued. 


II.—EXPORTS. 


es 5, 1900, 


Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


[The Returns are in all cases exclusive of Bullion and Specic.] 


Period of 
Countries. Year 
ae 1398. | 1869 | 1900. 
Belgium* (1 Month) ... | January...) Francs 111,813,000 | 104,398,000 111,644,000 
France ( | January..| Francs 235,397,000 237,752,000 | 262,754,060 
in* ) | Januars...| Pesefas 67,781,000 1,677,000 58,202,000 
(1897) (1898.) (1899 
Italy (12 Months) December) Lire 1,091,734,000 —1,203,569,000 | 1,431,417,000 
Austria-Hungary(1Mh.) | January...) Aronen 107,528,000 | 127,795,000 | 131,165,000 
1897.) (1 98.) (1899) 
Egypt (12 Months) December! 12,312,000 | 11,796,000 | | 15,342,600 
United States (7 Mths.) | January...| Dollars 718,367,000 749,596,000 | 800,105,060 
1897.) (1898.)  (1899.) 
Mexico (6 Months) December | Pesos 63,497,000 71,626,000 | = 
1897.) (1898.) | 1899.) 
British India (9 Mcnths) | December! Luyees 65,63,56,000 78,88,86,600 
(1897.) (1898, | (1889.) 
Canada* (6 Months) ... | December! Dollurs 99,673,000 96,662,000 | 600 
| 
In Pounps 
Belgium* (1 Month) ... | January... 4,473,000 4,175,000 4,466,600 
France ( ,,  ) «| January.. 0,416,000 9,510,000 10,510,000 
Spain* ( .,  ) ...|January.. 2,711,000 2,067,000 2,328,000 
(1897.) 898.) (1899.) 
Italy (12 Months) December 45,669,000 48,143 000 57,257,000 
Austria-Hungary(1Mh.) | January... 4,480,000 5,325,000 5,465,000 
(1897.) (1898.) (1899.) 
Egypt (12 Montks) December 12,634,000 12,103,000 15,742,000 
Uxited States (7 Mihz.) | January... 119,659,000 | 166,688,000 
(1897.) (1898.) a 899 9.) 
Mexico (6 Months) December 12,699,000 14,339,000 13,390,900 
Rr. (1897.) Re. (1898.) Re. (1899.) 
British India (9 Months) | December 65,635,600 78,888,600 7,467,300 
£ (5897) £ (1898 ) £ (1899.) 
Carada* (6 Months) ... | December 20,766,000 20,139,000 21,832,000 
| 


* Value of Principal Articles Exported only, 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 

Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) hd. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies 1d. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 ... ld. 
2376 Naples (1899) ave 2d. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) nae ane 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) ae a 3d. 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ooo | 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances. 1898-99) 
2382 New Orleans and District 2d. 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899)... 
2384 Somali Coast . ane 
2389 Para (1898-99) ld. 
2390 Italy (18938 and 1899) . | 83d. 
2391 Texas (1899) . 2d. 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (189: 9) ‘ ast 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... oss 
| 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 
in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


519 Belgium.—¥ lax Industry of Courtrai ... 4d. 


520 France.—Report on French Colonies... | 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mcrtgage Bank Law ool, 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways 


523 Russia, em v0 on the Russian Coal Crisis 


4d. 


| 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of. the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No 


Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin .. 

Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries .. 

Declaration between the United “Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg mend the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks 

Procés-Verbal recording the acression of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse Convention 
of 3lst May, 1865 ae 

International Sanitary Convention Pee 

Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions .. 

Convention between the "United Kingdom, Ger many, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of | 
tions relating to Samo... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom “and the Republic of | 


San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive | 


ase 
| 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Annual, 


Place. 


Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islan Is 
Straits Settlements... 
Basutoland ... 


48. 
‘ 
4 
a. 
4 
d. 
4 
d. 
4 
d. 
1d. 
6 bd. 
7 
yd. 
5 id. 
ld. 
| | 
No. | | Price. 


